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Japan’s Energy Policy After the 2017 House
of Representatives Election

Kamikawa Ryunoshin
Professor, Graduate School of Law and Politics, Osaka University

[Abstract)

This article surveys Japan’s energy policy from November 2017,
when the Fourth Abe Cabinet was launched, to May 2019. The book
that I published in February 2018 explained why many nuclear power
stations had not been restarted and the reasons why the Abe Cabinet
did not decide to construct new nuclear power plants. This article
proves that this explanation is still valid even after the 2017 House of
Representatives election.

This article argues as follows. First, this article traces the process
of formulating the Fifth Basic Energy Plan and confirms that the
strong public opinion against nuclear power has made the Abe Cabinet
put off the decision to construct new nuclear power plants. Second,
this article points out that many nuclear power stations have not been
restarted because of the new strict safety guideline issued by the
Nuclear Regulation Authority and that there is a possibility that some
courts and local governments will stop the re-operation of nuclear
power stations, even though the Fifth Basic Energy Plan insisted that
the government should promote it. Third, this article shows that both
the nuclear fuel cycle policy and the export of nuclear power plants
have failed, though the Fifth Basic Energy Plan asserted that the

government should push them forward.

Keywords: Nuclear Power Generation, Energy Policy, Nuclear
Regulation Authority, Nuclear Fuel Cycle, the Abe Cabinet
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